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This is the story of an expedition|to He
subantarctic I ndian Ocean, during Januapry
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the bottom of the world nd\levyspréer\{piy}loozn of
cl e, ma k irrnegc oa dwonrulwlae r r @afd|i bl{wa: %ﬁ 20
tacts using the callsign |V Y- £ 11—’50r thopge
participants, it was an mﬁﬁg}dEgI'HllS%%ﬂEney.t
pl anet and beyond the edge 0 our ~experj|i e
much more thanktimdt:; olutr n@gsHle@Td @Waand 4997 &
> teur radi o: a shared, collective experifen
by KK6E sands Worldwidse advanced 1
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The problem with Heard Island... this extraord ‘wl ao&/ent re. M
Heard Island is very far away. ‘ . ? Dy
For much of the world, Heard Island is abs "__i.‘{ff;
a spaceship. 1t lies deep i ni7t3hAe30sbouB,her n”\ ’
practically to Antarctica. It i's not near,
anything. o
In spite of its geographical di stance, He
thousands of amateur radio operators. It rep-
for radio operations, at | east for those of |
lite. I magine what it takes for a radio wave”‘
in Canada. Leaving the island with a few hunyg
a flattened cone perhaps 10A wide, bouncing by
and the Earthodés surface, l osing its power by |
ground. By the time it reaches its destinati onrw%
miles high. A piece of aluminum tul = +—oc &
foot of it, about one trillionth of|From14Men (1947)
this power would take roughly 3000 |iOn the whole, the island wag|a depr ¢
The worst problem with contacting|beauty in the gaunt gray rockKspf tdeub
ple fact that, almost always, therfgszlt!'ngg-s Sg:}utdeisf't?n”:ite' morseé_eo‘f’asf
and .drea.lms’ _the over whel ming .Ilkelheap of sparkling diamonds, refaﬂldef::g’ir?
N_or I's It likely t_hat there will bbehind the dome was the pale dr QP
with Heard Island is to stay tuned,lwas awesome. When a full moon linted
shone |l ike silver. At sunset, he shad
Encounter... glaciers, the mountaintop was dome o
We might as well have been steppi ne—-o=t anat bhar ol - poogd The | fOour c
the helo onto a | andscape that was dered i
wrong island. A slight drizzle mis e scene
and indistinct. I-ml a chke Validamige |ri gd
l'i ke metallic coal We were vaguel ntound u
were |list in the slowly drifting el Huge hu
were outlined by dark brown gutter:¢ Elast a
covered in glistening black mounds, dagged b
Sout h, a wide and | ow sandy plain v l¢d fron
er al creek. Beyond the creek, to t Jl ns of
Il ong ago, its metal buildings sl owl Hs and
no color; only black and |l ess bl ac ght seq
spooky blackness. The island stretg ces, a
spectacle of hugeness. For a few f awe at
bl eakness around us. It was pointle wasnot
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Village... Volcano...

Wes began to turn things on. Heard | sland Light and Power was up! Ot
ranged the area around the water containers and began filling the | arge
orange cool ers. Heard | sl and Waterworks was working!
Now to my delight, sever al team members discovered the tractor and wag
it to carry around heavy things |ike big cases of food and gasoline bar
afternoon, my precious tractor refused to start. | fell into an instant
N6MZ opened it up and determined that the battery ground connection w
Grinning widely, he announced thaevehre had just performed Heard | sl andb®o
bypass operation.
A radio city...
The antenna inventory | ooked |ike a hardware store. A dozen | arge wh
pipes ten feet l ong. A pile of steel tripod parts. Stacks of el ongat ed
containing f éuhe ashgoueanrneass peraccdhuced by Gl enn Wi GJ. In a few
hours Glenn and hi-squaraen hmdi n htthet!Omodowrtussocks just north
of the village, and t hsegyu aweea ea twotrtkd negd goen afh et lDem Nwlulrar -
bor plain, perhaps 500 feet from the village. Although it seemed quite r
ti me, we were reminded that this was the first time any expedition had
f oseguare antennas, and we had them f oWe 49h aiB&0d o tabnkdarlis6 0k e Weatr et h & hmdu 1 th
that would al most certainly be returnedthreomwetsti e sevalsota darntne/n mpaso.t ubleirlaec
attached to it. It was a steam vent
compared with the mountain it was t
VK@IR QRV... the protuberance was probably sever
rush comparable to the outpouring f
AJohn. Thi s i s Peter. the discovery of volcanism on the J
John, wedbre ready to go on i mperceptible cloud in a photograph
the airévYep. Not hing to .
add. Wedre ready with four Glacier...
stations. We 6| | try to get
t wo mor e ready |l ater t o- Late in the afternoon James and |
day. o of Big Ben. We both took our video
|t was shortly before 7 tenuous fog and fine grit across th
AM in Bel gi um, shortly we must have appeared ghostly appar
before noon on Hear d rock house where | had rested sever
|l sl and. By agreement, dozen king penguins. One, then a s
VKI I R woul d not be |l owed wus for a quarter of a mile-up
QRV until John ON4UN inspection of a sleeping |l eopard se
sai d was . He woul d be tually it lifted its head sleepily,
t he first QS oO, and then, birds we replaying tag with the bre
only then, would he turn behind the crest, snapping up small
the rest of the world | oose. phant seal was sleeping and we skirt
iYepéYepéSee you At that point our way was bl ocked
on 20 meters. o gray with sedi ment, and very col d.
Most of the team gath- glacier, dirty and fractured, and |
ered -in IOPs 12x12 ft was evident at the edge, and a rive
area was roomy and war m. roar . It occurred to me t hat t his
Ral ph di al ed t he glacier doing its #1! We tried to
FT1000MP t o 14.195 along the foot of the glacier, but
MH 2z and tuned up t he right, to the We st , we climbed t he
Al pha. There was no ice, only huge piles o
AON4 UNB. ON4 UN. rior end of the gl acier This was gl
ON4UN. This is VKIIR. complete.
John, are you there?o0
iRoger . Roger . Roger . Hike...
Fisaendi ne.-ankli ve
nine. ON4UN. o In a dark gray drizzle, we walked
There wa s a joyous Atl as Cove. Now and then we forgot
whoop -Ii,n a&OPd s ome- a pod of elephant seals. A solitary
one yelled fALog him!o eye or the other. More fur seals t
We got to work. Li ke watching us, ready to act aggressiyv
pilots racing for their A mile further we were walking alo
aircraft, we raced for t he water rushed out, and then back in
radios. Within minutes, five stationsheameaoh twhe phArtialmyl bhnebaedl phy
to-20P where we had set the station ofpa$$B dpmersatmeo np.l alc etsu ntehde uppa sasnadg em anda
and turned the station over to Wi llyerked mwinit esd,i pipterwask edepd!| aOnce we ha
could pass.
A cobble breakwater against the fo
low stringy kelp that |l ooked | i ke s
sideél arge mats of seaweed clung ar
with Wi lly on the handheld, and gav
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